ARRANGING   A   SETTLEMENT

and tell the Sultan, who has agreed to arbitrate between you, that you have
done so."

He then began to talk about Sultan 'Aidarus (the Lower Yafa'i Sultan),
"You must make allowances/' I said, "for the fact that he is a young man
while you are an old man with wider experience of the world, and because
of this you must do your best for the interest of peace."

"I will try to make friends," replied the Sultan.

I then talked about the claims for loots due to the Fadhlis by the Yafa'is.
"You have declared yourself a man of peace," said I, "and it would be a
great boon if you could persuade your men to let bygones be bygones, so
that the Lower Yafa'is can see you are in favour of peace and are prepared
to make sacrifices for it."

"I couldn't do that," answered the Sultan, "because of the great dis-
turbances there would be among my tribesmen who have had to pay
eighteen hundred rupees to the Lower Yafa'is."

"I can see there are difficulties," I said, "and I don't want to over-
persuade you, but .merely ask you to do so if you can as it would be a great
mark jof goodwill on your part."

After a long discussion he agreed to do so and said he would stand
the racket of all the loots out of his own pocket. "But," he went on,
"if you mention this to the Lower Yafa'i Sultan don't say that it conies
from me, but that it was a suggestion made by you which I accepted
conditionally on the settlement of the two questions of Nazi'a and
Halima."

I promised him that I would do this and then started talking about the
Yeramis trouble. "Until recently," I went on, "the Nakhaihas beenagood
sheikh and the Government gave him privileges because he looked after
the landing ground, but as a result of it he seems to have got a swollen
head and has been recovering illegal taxes from Yafa'i caravans, creating a
disturbance at Yeramis and occupying the houses there of the children of
Sultan Ahmed bin Hussein whose wife is a British subject."

"He has discussed these matters with me," said the Sultan, "and he
has undertaken to recover no more transit dues from Yafa'i caravans, to
leave the houses and to stop disturbances at Yeramis."

"I am very glad to hear it," I repHed. "I. hope he'U do what
he says."

"If he doesn't I'll fight against him," said he thumping the table.

"I don't want you to fight," said I, "but to bring him to reason.   I